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SUN: Engaging in God's Mission through Acts
Dear Church Family,

Throughout this year, SUN has been studying and discussing the book of Acts, focusing
on the theme of 'mission’. At the time of this writing, our next message will focus on this
central verse, Acts 18:9-10, “One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: ‘Do not be
afraid; keep on speaking, do not be silent. For | am with you, and no one is going to
attack and harm you, because | have many people in this city.”

When studying and applying the Bible, it's important to carefully consider its context
before we consider our own. The Bible was written TO its first audience, but it was also
written FOR all Christians in all times and places. Paul was given this message for
Corinth in the first century, and he was fruitful there for over a year as a result. Could this passage also be applied to
our context in Hong Kong? Is it telling us to be faithful in the city we are in, and that God has many people in our midst
waiting to respond to our Gospel ministry with faith in Jesus? The history of Christianity suggests, the best practice is
to proceed as if God is telling us this too, until such a time as he clearly calls us to go somewhere new or do something
else.

Our young leaders in SUN, inspired by Apostle Paul's courage and commitment, have embraced their role in God's
mission here in our bustling city of Hong Kong. They have been encouraged to speak up, to share their faith fearlessly
and to shine God's light into the corners of their worlds — schools, sports teams, and study groups.

In keeping with the spirit of Acts, we have seen the strength of our fellowship grow. Each service is followed by a shared
meal and vibrant discussions, echoing the early Christians' communal way of life. These moments of fellowship have
become a cherished part of our ministry, as they allow our youth to build strong relationships, share experiences, and
support each other on their faith journey.
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For me, the most important part of the Saturday English lessons was trying to balance making the lessons both fun
and meaningful for the students. With one hour of lesson time, we had to put our all into making sure the kids were
able to take something away from us while also not to bore them with new contents. Especially in this age, short-form
entertainment is very popular online. As a result, everyone's attention span is starting to shrink as we consume more
and more media. As tutors, we need to cater to the kids to keep the classes engaging despite their short attention spans.

Q Caitlyn

Throughout this experience of teaching first grade kids English, the most interesting takeaway was how the kids learned.
Their English knowledge like vocabularies and memorizing skill was taught, but the actual structure of learning how
to talk in sentences could be improved. When teaching the students, they were really attentive, which was something
| did not expect. They were engaging and through the games, we were able to let them speak up. | have learned to
understand the patience of teaching students, use ways to keep them engaged, as well as knowing what areas kids can
improve on.

o Ryan

Over those months, | was overjoyed to spend time out of my comfort zone to tutor children in English. Initially, | was
shocked and had to get used to the different learning style they had. They would often be running around, unlike
high school, where students would sit down and politely listen to the teachers. Through this experience, | was able to
understand more about communication and learned important skills in both leadership and quick thinking.
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Ryan ZHAO

Over the past two years which | have been at SUN, it's safe to say that my spiritual life has been growing steadily.
Before joining, | had been what was called a lukewarm Christian. | had little commitment to Christ and spent little time
with him. My fellowship at my old church was dull and uninteresting, with all the members slowly leaving over time.
When | was first invited to SUN by a friend, | was pretty nervous due to the unfamiliarity of the place. With it initially
being quite awkward, I've grown over time and grew comfortable in the environment. With it being two years since I've
joined, SUN mainly brought deeper spiritual growth and a healthy Christian environment into my life.

Although | attend a Christian school, | didn’t have much opportunity to go deeper into my faith. Thankfully, every
sunday, SUN provides me with the constant encouragement to ask harder questions. The sermons have been overall
very helpful, and have helped me to better understand my relationship with Christ.

On top of this, SUN has opportunities for great fellowship after sermons. Everyone goes to get takeout and spends
the afternoon together, providing us with times of conversation about topics we don’t usually talk about. Through this,
the SUN team A has grown to have a tight knit community to help with our growth in our faith.

SUN has not only helped my own spiritual life, but those around me too. Because SUN is primarily an ICS dominated
church, this leads to it being very easy to invite friends to church, who otherwise would not come normally. Because
of this, | have had many friends come and experience something which they would not have normally had in their own
church.

All in all, SUN has greatly helped me in developing my spiritual maturity, and | would highly recommend it to those
who are curious or want to further grow their faith.

Silas LAM

Faith is never a certain thing. We are following God because we trust Him to
lead us in our spiritual lives, and also to connect with our creator as we grow
and mature each day. Recently, when participating in activities at church, |
was moved by the Holy Spirit. | had an urge to know God more. | understood
what | believed, and knew what | trusted God for, instead of merely following
my parents to church. It is clear to me that | am believing in God for no one but
myself. | have since spoken to my classmates, parents and seniors about my
faith, and these have all strengthened my faith in different ways.

SUN is a small fellowship that touches on a few things that are relevant to
people our age using a biblical approach. The fellowship provides us with
information as to how God's word applies to the modern world and our lives, and

how we can use God's word to make better decisions that are in his favour. The
fellowship group is relatively small and that's a great thing, because all of us are
quite close to each other, we would have an easier time talking about our spiritual lives. SUN makes it much easier
for teenagers to engage with Christianity in a more relatable way, and at the same time keeping things simple and not
going too deep so things are easy for everyone to understand. This fellowship offers lots of opportunities for everyone
to actively engage with God's word, and also gives us the chance to find what we want to believe in.
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Growing up as a Christian at ICS, | believe that Christianity means believing Jesus
Christ died for our sins and that we have to continue as his followers to build the
Kingdom of God. I've attended SUN for the past year, and | really enjoy being able
to talk with a small group of youths as well as learn more about passages in the New
Testament. Before coming to SUN, | was struggling to find which church was the
best fit, and after joining once to see my sister play the handbells, | joined SUN with
an open mind. The rest is history: | came (almost) every Sunday in my sophomore
year of high school. Through SUN, I've been able to get to know ICS students from
various different grades and participate in the annual retreats that they host. The

activity on Sunday | enjoy the most is worship. It's time we get to praise God and

remember what he has done for us. Working together with people in the worship

team brings a sense of community, and it lets us have the main purpose of praising 2

the Lord. Although I've only been to one retreat, | really enjoyed the time | had with

the SUN people. During the retreat, | felt God’s presence working in our hearts, and

being able to share was something that stood out the most to me. Fellowship is an essential part of the development
of transformation in Christ. It brings people together and allows people in their different journeys of knowing Christ
to learn more from one another, to support one another, and to serve his kingdom for the better. | think it's important
that we understand that Christ-centered friendships are just
as important to teens as to adults. In SUN, we are able to
have this fellowship by having lunch together after service.
| really enjoy this time not only for food but also to listen
to other people’s opinions on a certain topic. In SUN and
church, | see myself serving through worship and certain
opportunities to serve the community. For example, in the
spring, many of us helped teach kids English in association
with the students at the school where the church is held.
| had an amazing time learning how to teach and the
ways first graders learn best, as well as what keeps them
engaged. As a singer on the worship team, | felt called to
join last fall, and being on this worship team let me learn
more about music as well as how to work in a team.
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